[Histopathological studies of endomyocardial biopsy on the children with Kawasaki disease].
Since there has been many reports on the coronary artery lesions in the patients with Kawasaki disease, but only a few reports on histopathological investigation employing endomyocardial biopsy, histopathological study was performed in eighteen children of Kawasaki disease with coronary artery lesions and eighteen children of Kawasaki disease with intact coronary artery, aged from one year and ten months to fourteen years. There were twenty males and sixteen females. Comparing Kawasaki disease who had coronary artery lesions with those not, there was no striking difference in histologic findings. Kawasaki disease without coronary artery lesions revealed myocellular hypertrophy, degeneration of myocytes, disarray, interstitial fibrosis and endocardial changes in 44%, 61%, 11% and 44%, respectively. Among Kawasaki disease who had coronary artery lesions, children with coronary artery stenosis showed a higher incidence of histological abnormalities than those with coronary artery aneurysm. Some cases of Kawasaki disease were recognized to have significant myocardial abnormalities even in three to six years after onset, which seemed to persist whether or not they would have coronary artery lesions. Since Kawasaki disease who would have myocardial damages might have the potential for developing cardiomyopathy, careful attention should be payed to myocardial lesions as well as sequelae of coronary artery lesions.